
March 31, 2006 
 
Dear friends and family, 
 
During the first half of March we had the opportunity to see what God has been doing in 
and through some of his faithful servants from the States who have been serving in 
Germany for many years: 
 
In the north, we visited Brian and Linda Smith, who have been doing church-planting 
work for 20 years, and are currently leading a vibrant congregation of about 250 people 
in Herford (near Hannover). Nearby we visited Randy and Katy Smelser, who have 
planted a church in Peine. We got to visit several Bible studies and classes with them. 
 
Later we visited Scott and Cherie Caulley, who have been working several years at the 
University in Tuebingen. 
 
It is inspiring to see how he is transforming lives through the many various gifts of 
Americans and Germans who love him. 
 
At Home in Stuttgart 
On March 14 we arrived at the place in 
Stuttgart, where we will be living for the next 
few months. It is a home for “Diakonissen,” 
women who used to run Christian hospitals. 
Now they are older and many need assistance 
themselves. They say they are “becoming 
extinct” so they have extra rooms to rent out 
to missionaries. We have a room that 
overlooks a garden and cemetery—a pleasant, 
peaceful place in the midst of the city.  
            
             The street where we live in Stuttgart. 
Stuttgart is not as picturesque as Schwaebisch Hall because it was destroyed during 
World War II and has been rebuilt, so we won’t find many 800-year-old houses here! 
 
Our main focus is learning German, but we are also getting some good lessons on 
functioning in German society. In a different culture even little things like figuring out 
our cell phones and making a dentist appointment seem like major undertakings! 
 
Worship Watch 
Another focus we have here in Stuttgart is to learn as much as we can about various 
Christian congregations in the area. (More people attend church here than in other parts 
of the country.)  
 
Our first Sunday here we visited Heilandskirche for a traditional service in one of the 
traditional buildings (rebuilt after the war). About a hundred people gathered for worship, 



singing from hymnals accompanied by organ music. Most of the worshippers were over 
50 years old. 
 
That evening the same church hosted a “creative 
service” which was contemporary, but with 
beautiful accompaniment of violin and clarinet. A 
totally different group of people were there, about 
70 people of all ages. 
 
On our second Sunday (election day!?) we rode the 
U-bahn (streetcar) to the center of town to worship 
at the City Chapel. About 250 people, most of them 
under age 35, packed this meeting place in the fifth 
floor above a theater for a “soft contemporary” 
worship service in which we were surprised to 
recognize German translations of songs we knew 
from a Chuck Gerard album we had 

Heilandskirche              in the 80’s! 
Best and Wurst of Germany 
Best: 1) The people—helpful and friendly people are everywhere! We are enjoying the 
friendly deaconesses with their quiet, orderly ways. 2)The public transportation—for less 
than the price of car insurance we can get where we need to go within the city without 
having to worry about parking or the price of gas. 3) Our German study course—it is 
helping us to review everything we learned at Goethe and more!  
 
Worst—The garbage workers’ strike. A few trash piles in our neighborhood are getting 
pretty big!  
 
Looking Ahead 
Thanks for your prayers, encouragement and support that got us here and keep us here! 
Please continue praying:  
1) that God will work in and through us  
2) that he will care for our families in the States 
3) for Kontaktmission’s yearly meetings that are coming up April 9-13. Pray that it will 
be a fruitful time for planning how to carry out Christ’s commission to “go and make 
disciples” in the 17 countries where Kontaktmission is working! 
4) that we will learn as much as possible from our current German course, and make a 
wise decision on what course to take next 
5) that as we visit the various congregations in this area we will learn things that will be 
truly beneficial for our future service 
 
In His Service, 
 
Mark and Corinne 
 
 


